
Updating the Simplicity Theme 
 
The main website has an attractive 
slider feature that introduces visitors 
immediately to our work and links 
straight to our individual page.  It is 
set to a width of 960px and a height 
of 600 px.  These dimensions are 
established in code in the back of 
the site. 
 
Similarly the mini features below are 
set to 300 x 300px. 
 
In both cases I have manually 
amended the code to achieve this 
appearance. 
 
Unfortunately an unavoidable side 
product of updating the Simplicity 
theme is that the default code 
overwrites the changes I have made 
at the time of updating the theme.  
There is no getting round it.  Not 

updating the theme is a bad idea because updates are normally related to security issues and/or 
to keep the theme working fluidly with other pieces of code which have had to change.   
 
When you know how, making the two minor changes needed to keep the dimensions of these 
front page features is simple and takes just moments.  The tutorial video demonstrates just how 
easy this is.  The only tricky part is knowing where to go to make the changes.  To assist I 
provide below the details of which file, roughly where to find it and the code around it to help 
locate it.  I cannot always say it will be on line 51 because these files are edited when updated so 
things will change a little bit, but not fundamentally.  The tutorial video shows how to get to the 
files, the below information is simply about what to do when in the correct file. 
  



 
Slider 
 
Open the Simplicity theme’s featured.php file, found in the ‘includes’ folder. 
 

 
 
Below I have enlarged the area around line 51 which currently is the location of the code to be 
changed.  If you need to update it will appear as below, look for where the code states that the 
required height is 600 and the height is 338.  You simply delete 338 and add in 600 in exactly the 
same place. Ensure you update the line highlighted below to update the correct location! 
 

 
 
Click ‘Update File’ and you will receive a reassuring message saying it has been done. 
 

 
 
That is all there is to it!  A check of the front page will show you have succeeded. 



 
 
Mini Features 
 
Following the same approach, open the index.php file from the right column.  Around about line 
61 you will see the below code. 
 

 
 
Again I have highlighted here the line to be edited.  The default for a mini feature is 300 x 100px.  
You simply change this to 300 wide, 300 high.  Save by clicking on ‘Update File’ and check the 
front page, your work will be done J. 
 
Regards 
 
Nic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


